EARLY ON

THE DUMB AGES

Those are my principles, and if you don’t like them, | have others. -Groucho Marx

| spent a relatively short amount of time on Twitter (2016 -2020-ish). | was there (on Twitter) at the very
beginning of Donald Trump’s first term as President. Looking back through saved notes and posts on my
phone from those days, | came across the following collection (circa June - September 2018). | share them
here just in case there are those out there who do not understand that we were given clear warning.

June 2018 — September 2018

If you don't like this information, that won’t make it not true. | you find other people who don’t like this
information, that won’t make it not true. When all of humanity believed the world was flat, it wasn't.
And | am certain that eating brussel sprouts will kill me. 1r

Yes. In order for voters to perceive/consider multiple aspects of a candidate’s platform, character, and
history, they need to be reintroduced to the practice of independent thinking. We (humans) have been
conditioned to see only one issue at a time. One result of that is compartmentalized decision-making.
Combine that with how many of us unknowingly (unconsciously) delegate our thinking to others and
our dislike/fear of uncertainty, and we are well on our way to hive-mind. 1r

#CongressofCowards. Vast majority male but ironically no balls. Tr

New definitions. Integrity: the admirable quality of agreeing with the Republican agenda. Corruption:
any person or agency posing a threat to the Republican agenda. #CongressofCowards. 7r

Brainwash, brainwash
Scrub a dub dub
Clean as a whistle
Thank the Lord above

Fox News will save us
Tell us what to think
We'll all go to heaven
And have us a drink

Strangers are scary
Different is bad
| just want friends



Who look like my dad

Don’t make me change
| don'’t think | could
Besides, | don’t want to
Stupid is good

God is good

Guns are great
God wants me

To shoot and hate

TR

| am right

And you are wrong

You hold the power

But not for long

When I'm in charge
You'll say I'm bad

I'll do what'’s right

And that makes you mad

Or I'm a cheat

Who just doesn’t care
While you're all about
What's right and fair

| say black

And you say white
Someone says go
We start a fight

We play this game

It has no end

A waste of time

We cannot defend
You dance your steps
And | dance mine
We never move
Beyond simple rhyme

To make a difference
We all must change
Communication

Must be reframed
Beyond the soundbites
We’'ll find the words

It won’t matter one bit
That they don’t rhyme



THINK IT THROUGH

As long as there are people who try to control others with fear, there will be terrorism. And as long as
there are people who try to control others with fear, there will be people who succumb to that control.

Whether the controlling people are abusive spouses or parents, criminal masterminds or anything in
between, we will never be entirely rid of them. Terrorism will not be defeated because we rid the
world of all terrorists. To thing otherwise is the same as believing that we are going to stop crime by
ridding the world of all criminals.

Standing up to terrorism is standing up to bullies. Sometimes we can do something about the bullies,
but when that is not the case, we can always do something about how we respond to the bullies. 1r

When fear is in charge, we contract, we retreat, we hide, and we become more selfish. 7r

Republican Christian has become as much an oxymoron as Misogynistic Feminist.
How about these?

Political sanity
Compassionate President
Innocent collusion

Send more when you think of them. 7r

G: Finally, we can be legally married. Will you marry me?

E: Of course | will. YES!

RJ: What? What did you just say?

G: Who are you talking to?

RJ: Both of you. Did you just ask that woman to marry you?

E: She sure did. And | said yes!

G: Who the hell are you? And what are you doing in our house?
RJ: | am Republican Jesus, of course. At your service, my ladies.

G: Well, Jeezus, do you know what you can do for us?



RJ: No, what?
G: Get out of our house.
RJ: No, you must not have heard me. | am Jesus — Jesus H. Christ

G: I don’t care if you’re Howdy Doody’s third cousin. Get out! NOW!  1r

From your friendly neighborhood English major psychotherapist...

When | asked Siri for the definition of racism, she said, “A belief that race is the primary determinant
of human traits and capacities and that racial differences produce an inherent superiority of a
particular race.” Well, first she told me where the nearest NASCAR Motor Speedway was. But |
enunciated my question more clearly the second time.

| asked Siri to repeat the definition several times, because — well | ask her to repeat things because
she is really the only one who will follow my instructions. But don’t get me wrong, | do not believe that
my race is superior to Siri’s. | have some good friends who are robots. | also have a friend who is a
duck. TR

To DC GOP: | am certain that many, if not most, of you have regretted on multiple occasions missing
opportunities to stand up to Donald Trump. The longer we procrastinate something, the more difficult
it becomes to find the right time and right situation. The longer we wait, the more embarrassing it can
be to finally do the right thing.

The time has come for you to do the right thing. This time, we are asking you to not look for the
coward’s way out — trying to find a way to differentiate yourself from DT but not alienate him (aka: piss
him off). Be the bigger person. If you do it soon, you will likely land a very lucrative book deal.

Please speak loudly. 1r

The Trump supporter’s responses to the Supreme Court upholding the Muslim travel ban reminds us
of how dangerous fear-based oversimplifications can be. Scare people enough and they will follow
you anywhere. Also — convincing people that they are not scared but angry, renders them
inaccessible to reason. 1R

LOCK & LOAD

Our collective resistance must understand (as the GOP knows well) the power that can be generated
by constant repetition. Don'’t just repeat the same idea; repeat the same sentences: “A president
under active criminal investigation should not be nominating a Supreme Court Justice.” And, “Any




attack on a free press is an attack on democracy.” And, “Attempting to stop an investigation into your
own behavior is, by definition, obstruction.” One more time. Again. Repeat. Retweet. Like it or not,
this battle is being fought with soundbites. 7r

Do not fall for Republicans defining an argument. Don’t take the bait. 1r

Once we are rid of Trump, we all need to sign a long-term contract to never let our guard down again.
Relief leading to overconfidence is a very dangerous thing. 7r

Trump and his complicit congressional cowards no longer represent a two-party political system.
They have made clear that they intend to transform The United States of American to a system of
one-party rule, a plan that includes fully politicizing the Supreme Court and placing full authority of all
three branches of government with the president. If you think that is not happening, you had better
think again. Once the GOP is no longer in power, they will immediately whine and cry and declare
their allegiance for a two-party system and blame the democrats for the entire Republican clusterfuck.

There are no excuses for not voting. 7r

Here is a variation on an old force-choice game. In this version, three old white guys are identified —
like Ted Cruz, Donald Trump, Jeff Sessions. Shake hands with one. Insult one. Knee one of them in
the crotch. You choose. 71r

MY WIFE COMES IN FROM WORK
Monday, July 16, 2018

Me: You are going to love what Trump did today.

Wife: With his little friend, Viad?

Me: Yes.

Wife: What did he do this time... no wait, don’t tell me yet. | need to get some protein first. 1r
Anyone can dig in with a polar opposite opinion. Anyone can hurl an insult w/ 280 characters. The

challenge Twitter offers is to see if we can have civil, productive dialogue here. Believe it or not,
Twitter is now a part of recorded history. We can do some good. @sruhle @joanwalsh 71r



GOP Secret Oath
We pledge allegiance to pasty white people who are very rich and vow to protect them from anything
resembling responsibility. 7r

Republicans, it is time to vote for Democrats. Just for an election or two. If you are a good
Republican, you probably want your party back, and in order to do that, you need to clear out the
cowardly and/or complicit who are taking up Congressional space right now. Without accountability,
your party will learn nothing. Let’s get back to a real two-party political system. Please think about it.
TR

Take the Pledge

Independent thought is
Dangerous unless your
Independent thought is
The same as mine.

Protest is acceptable when
| agree with protesters.
People who don'’t think

As | do are to be

Mocked and silenced.

| prefer for Donald Trump

To define the terms of any
Argument and actually prefer
That he tell me what to think.

People who are different
From me are not really people. 7r

As a citizen, if | have compelling evidence that a crime has been committed and an investigation
reveals that there is proof of the crime, isn’t it against the law for law enforcement officials to refuse to
act on this information?

If a bank is robbed by a friend of the police chief, can the police chief just not make an arrest if he
doesn’t want to? 7R



As professional communicators (a significant part of the job), some of these candidates need to
understand nuance in effective communication. When volume is always set on loud and attitude is
always set on angry, you are limiting the # of people who can hear you. #buildconsensus

The best leaders
possess wisdom;
they do not claim
to have all the answers

The best leaders

value dialogue;

they will listen and

consider different perspectives.

The best leaders
are very honest;
they do not have
hidden agendas.

The best leaders
are not ideologues;
they are collaborators
and problem solvers.
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